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iousing   parade.       Then   came   the   fake   Swiss   party,    the    lights   !3-üt
c}aper   and   finally   the   brc7ken   ribs   escape   fr®m   the   ambulance.

Acc:ording   to   the   Army   Conduct   Manual,    a   captured   soldier   was
ex-pe€ted  tci  harass   the  enemy  and  cause   as  much   trouble  as   possible
t^Ïithout   getting  hímself   shot. .   The  best   way   to   carry   thís   out   was
by   escaping-,    thereb¥   {=,ausing   the   enemy   to  maintain   a   large   detail
of   guards   arötj`rid   the   POW   camps,   and   putting   a   lot   Gf   sc!ldiers   in
the   field   searc;hing   fc>r   escapees.

The   esc:ape   activity  had   number   Öne  priority  and  was   not   taken
lightly   even   it   was   practically   impossible    to   make   a   successful
escape,  and  get   into  a  neutral   country+     These  countries  were  Spain,
Sweden   and   Switzerland..      The   penalt.y   for   escape   attempts   at   this
time  was  fourteen   days  of   soiitary  confiriement  on_   bread  and  water.

The   esc:a_-pe   actívity   was   organized   with    "Bíg   X",    at    the    tQp+
This   position   was   very   eff iciently   held   by   one   of   our   Colonels.
Each   block   had   a    "Little   X".       If   a   kriegie   came   up   with   a   good
esc:ape  plan  he  wrjuld   f irst   gö   to  his   ljittle  X,    if   approved   it  was
t.r]en    taken     to    Big    X.     If    he    thöught     it     feasible,     the    Escape
Coiïmittee  woüld  kick   it   around  and  pos§ibly     smooth  out   any   rough
edges.       If    it   was   a   multiple   participant    caper,    the    instigator
wQuld  be   chcjsen,   then  came   the  proven   escape  artists.   If   there  was
room  fc>r  more,,   all   those  who   donated  ariy   effort  would  be  chosed   by
lottery.     These  we,re  craftsmen  such  as  tailors  and  forgers.     A  tame
g-oiin   would   be   delegated   to   purc;hase   train   tickets    if   needed.       A"tame    g-oon",    was    a    ferret    who    had    been    bribed    into    accepting
contraband     from    a     kriegie,     u§ually    photographed,     and     easiiy
persuaded   to   do   líttle   favors   that   wc3uld  cause   him  to   be   shot    if
exposed.       Ä    "Ferret"    w-as    an    inside    security    guard   who    strc)lle,d
about   the   camp   lookíng   for   evidence   of   any   escape   ac;tívit¥   c}r   of
ta,`n¥thing  "verbote±i",   for.bidden.     "Kriegíe"   was   short  for   the  Geiaman
wcjrd   for   PriË;oner   of   War,    "Kriegsgefangenen".      Most   of   the   escape
a.rtist.s   were   kríegie;5   who   could   speak   German   or   ariother   European
language  f iuent,ly  and  pcïssessed  the  courage  and  will   to  test   their
ski l ls .

Many   new   kriegies    were    really    i=jimg-ho    and    c;cjuldn't.    wait    to
escape.       ThQse   who   talked   ioud   enough   wouid   be   furnished   with   a
ï5aír  Qf  wjre-[3utters,     which  most  of   them  would  return  without  even-touch.íng    them.        Those   who    took    t..hem   would    be    furnished   wit.h    a

díversicm   and   Ï)ther   e§sentials   and   given   t.he   GO.      This   procedure
was   maínly   t.o   test   his   courage   arH±   see   if   he  was   eE;cape  material.

Ha`Jinug  my   ï-jcid¥   ca`st.,    I   couldn't   make   the   wire   job   right   awa¥.
Äfter   two  i`.ionths   1   h.ad   becüme   so   lousy   1   couldn't   §tand   it.
It.   felt   as   thou:gh   the   lic=e   had   built   nests   inside  m-y   c;ast   and   the
cQnË;tant   ítc!hing  twag   drívi.ng-rí`e  nuts.      Bill   Rc>berts   whittled  cm   the
ba.c5k    while    I    €:ïut     a    grc3ove    down     the    frcmt    c>f     the    ca5t.         Äfter
w€aririg-it   fc}r  nearl¥   t.wo  months,   I   steppëd   Gut   of   it   and  was   free
+,ii    f3cratch    trj   my   hëarts    content,        Ï    don't    think    it    helped   any
because  ï`ri¥  back  stíll   ached  terríbly  and  I  €oi!`1dn't   stay  on  my  feet
ver¥   long   at   c]në   time.

When    we    moved     ínt®     the    new    SGuth    Ccimpound     in    October,     we
íiïtmediately    began    wc}rk    Sn    a    tünnel+        Ät    the    same    time   we   were
pulJíng   stumps   and   la¥íng  out   streets   and   gutters,   so   it   wa$3   ver¥
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easy    to   dispose    of    the    tunnel    sand.        It    was    a    light    brown    in
contrast    to    the   dark    töp    soil.       We   kept    the   grGund    stirred   up
enough  on   the   legitimate  projects   to   easily  mix   the   sand  with   the
cither.       In    the   two   years   we   were    there   we   must    have   raised    the
elevatíon     of   the   ccmpound   several   ínc;hes.      In   the   summer   time  we
all  planted  gardens   in  a   little  plot  beneath  cmï-windQws.     Thís  was
merely   an   excuse    to   dig   up    the   sand   beneath   the   top    soil    sQ   we
c;ould   scuff   the   tunnel    sancl    in   wít_h   it.       The   gardens   never   grew
anything  other  than  a  few  síckly  weeds.     T-nere  was  one  character   in
the  caïïip  who  reall¥  did  grow  gc>od  gardens.     The  entire  compound  had
at   least   a   taste   of   his   famous   tomatoes.      Rívers  wc)uld   follow   the
hc>rse  d`rawn  wagons  arcmnd  whenever   they  were   in  the  camp   to  pic;k-up
garbage   or   tc>  pump   out   the   latrínes.      He   carried  his   little   scoop
ghovel   and   pail,   and  whenever   a   horse   lifted  his   tail,   Rivers   was
`right  there   to  catch   the  biscuits   before  they  hit  the  ground.       He
worked  this   irito  the   soii   and  had  very  productive  gardens+     It   was
considered   a   príviiege    to   i=arry   water    for   these   gardens   bec:ause
t.-hc`se   who   helped  w.tiuld   also   hëlp   reap   the   harvest.

My   wire    job   came    up    the    gth    3f   October.        An   easy   date    to
re-member   as    this   was   m¥   enlistment   date.       Russell    ,    Pickett   and
mygelf   planried   a   triple   threat,    b¥   all    three   attacking   the   wíre
5imultaneo-üsly  ín   three  different   locatic>ns.     We  would  be  acting  as
díversions  for   each  other   and  c}ne  might   get   through.     We  must   wait
for   a`   cloudy   níght   and   this   came   up   Oct.c3ber   ninth.       Píckett   and
F.ussell   were   going   to   try   fcir   an   airfíeld   a   few   miles   awa¥,    and
rjossíbly   c{Jn`mandier    an    airplane   and    fly    away    into    the    sunset,,
preferably   tï~)wa.rd   Swítzerland.      My  plans   weren't   so   elaborate.      I
was  hopirig   tci  hide-|iut   on  a   traín  that   would  take  me   awa¥  from   the
Gani.p.      There   my   pians   ended+       Actually   l   didn't    think   any   of   us
w'c>uld  be   succ:e.ssfül.     The  goons   changed  guai-d  at  mid-night,   fc7ur  am
aïid   eight   aïi`.      We   thought   eleven   pm  would   be   the   best   time   as   the
gua.rds   should  be  Ïï`Gre   likely   to  be  drowsy   and  also   it   would   leave
us  more  time  to  cleverly  slíp  away.     Eleven  pm  was  zero  hour  but   it
depencled    cm    the    g-uard    dogs    that    were    turned    loose    inside    the
compound_   to   roam   aroi.Lind   and   eat   anythíng   that   moved.      Big  X  would
^;irra`nge   for   some   perJple   tS   baít    them.,   and   hopefully   keep   them   in
aric}ther  part  o£   the  c;ompound,   while  we  snípped  away.     At     zero   hour•r  wag   goí   so   slipping  out   1   started  crawling   to  the   fence.      It   was
'faíning  a   líttie  and  the  wind  was  blowing  sc)  the  weather  was   on  our`
!'5íde.      Everything  wa,s   pítch   black   except   foï-the   search   lights   Qn
the   toweï-s.       I   was   wearing   an   c>ld   khaki   colored   great   coat    that
could  have  caiïie  froiï\  most  any  arm¥.     Before  1  got   through   the  fen€e
1  was   wishing  that   l'd   left   it  behínd.     The   guard  would   stancl   bac:k
a`bout   three   feët   from  the  rail   as   he   swüng   the   licjht   from  side   tc
:`-3íde.      This    left   a   blínd   spot   out    tcj   abc>ut    thir'ty   feet    from   tï#
t{Jwer.      Thís   wa5   whËre   I   -t*jas   trying   +m   go   thrQugh.      If   he   stepped
~i,i.p   to   the   rail   arid    looked   down   he   wc>uld   prc!bably   see   me   frcjm   the
light   of   cit.her   se&rch   licjhts.      I   sr`.aked   across   no-mans   land`,    thís
was  a  stríp  abc!ut   ten  meters  wide  all   around  the   ínsíde  fence,   with
t:he   líght   sanLï   cover.      If   anyone  was   c:aught   'riere   the   guards   would
Ï``suaíl¥  ±3hoc>t,   and  at   night   the   light   colored   soil   would.  outlíne  an
r_`,bject   quite   e,ffec;t:ivël¥..      This   wag   th.e   mcist   dai`.gerous   lgg   of   the
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entire  tripa      I   Goiï.H  hear   t.he  guard  abcve  me  moving  around  but   no
light  hit  me.     Dog.s   startei±  barkíng  and  a  guard  blew  hís  whistk  up
where   Rü§seH    and   Pi{=kett   were   supposed   t..o   be.      WeH    here   was   my
diversic]n   so   1   göt    to   w-ork   clíppíniï  wirë+       There   were   two   fences
actually  about  eight   feet  apart  with  coiled  €oncertina  wire  between
t+ïem+       I   got    into   this   about   half--wa<f   and   had   to   slip   out   o£   m¥
great   cc2at  as   it   kept   getting   caught   in  the  wir8.     I  was   woi-ki.ng  on
the    cutsíde     fen€`ë    when     the     light     ïi.it    me.     Lying     there     1    was
wrjïideríng   why   1   had   did   this.       Guards   were   blowing   whistles   and
f lashiíghts   seemed   to   be   aH   over.      Nothing   1   could   do   but   make
myself   as   §mall   as   possíble   and  waít   for   the   ínevítable.     A  guard
runníng   by   ír`.e   spotted   the   cc>at    in   the   fence   f irst,    then   put   his
light  ori  me.     He   called  for  help  and  two  more  came  up  and  pulled  me
on  thru   the  fenc;e.     One   crawled  in   the  fence  and  retrieved  the  old
`=Qat   as   they  were   laughíngly  marching  me  away.     There  had  beeri  some
machíne   g`m   f ire    that   worried   me.       I    thoüght   one   or   both   of   my
fellow  escapees  might   have   been   shot.

I   was   t,aken   tG   the   Komandant's   office   and   stQod   against   the
waH       AH   of    thís   had   only   taken   about    thirt¥   minutes.       Soon
Pickett   waË   broug'nt   in   and   stQod  besíde  me.   We  were   told   to   stand
at,   attentícm.       After   what    seemed   like   an   hour   Russell   made   hís
entrance.      A   dog  had   attacked  him.   so   he  was   skínned   u-p   a  bit   and
h.ac3a  been  taken  to  the  f írst  aíd  statíon  for  treatmsnt.     My  back  was
hurting  badl`j-so  1  guess   l  was  slumpíng  a  littlë.   One  of  the   guards
c,thouted    at    me     to    straighten    up    which    1    couldï"     do    to    hís
íäatisfac;tian  so  he  pulled  his  pistal   and  1   thought  he  was  goíng   to
beat  me  with  ít.      Irïstead  he  punched  me   ín  the   face  wíth  his   other
hand    that    started    m¥   nc>se    to   bleed    badly.        I    was    takëri    to    an
{3utside    latrine    and    allowed    to    sit    down    and    try    to    stcp    the
ble,eding.     Af ter   about   aii.  hour   1   was   returil,ed   to   the  of f ícB  where
the  Kommandant   [   a   Luf twaf fe   Colonel   ] ,   proceeded   to   teH   us  what
ung-rateful   dLigs   we   were,.   and  how  cQmpassíonate   and   thoughtful   the
guards  had  been  not   to   shoot  us.     We  had   to  agree   that.   it  was   níce
cif   them,   as   according   to   the   Geneva   CQnventíon   on   the   handlip.g  of
poTm   it   Was    iegai    to   Shoot   anyone   On   an   escape   attempt.      up   to
thís  poiïü  no  c>n.e  haLï  been  shot   so  we  had  reason  to  belíeve  that   we-wouft    gËt    away    with    it.        We    would    bë    conf ined    in    the    c;ooler
fQurteeri   days   sc>lítary,   on   bread  and  water.   We  w-ere   then   taken   to
{jur   í]wn  prívate   cells   and   the  part¥  was   over.

Nc"   in   the   cQoler,   I   was  handed   about   an   eighth  of   a   loaf   of
bread  and  a   paíi   of   water.      Thís   was  my   ratíori   £or   the   da`7.      The
ceH   was   about   6x6x6   feet.      The   bed  had   a  palias   and  one   blanket
and   the   tc}ilet   wag   a   bucket   wíth   a   líd.      On   the   north   side  was   a
t^Jindow'  about   4xl2   ínches,   wíth  a  view  of   the   ferice  and  tb.e  hig-hway.
I    spent   a   lcit   of    tím.e   at    t'n_ís   wíndc)w-.       Ever¥   mcjrning   at   8:c}'clGGk
í-!.   troop   Qf   '.Hitlsr   Yugei+3   w'3`,}.ld   marc`n  b¥+      They  wei-e   bc%   früm   six
to   about   sixteep_  who  were   traíned  by   faiiatíc   Nazík   and  knew  onB
t:rt;e   Ë\Ta2i    "±ïíierá   Kcïmpf"g       The¥   were   good   soldiers   as   the¥   wQUH   not
surrendeï`.      Lat-er   iri   the  wa.r   they  would  be   put   Gn   the   front   lines

-|-i-~    ]`J:~+m-¥r,`cl-r.-i    niíi     if    t.-nev    were    |arge    enoug`n    to    ha.ndiewhen    onlt;    eiË`ht.    -y€£aLr.s    old    if    t:r!e¥   were    iarge    tj"iulH    Lu    2ïu.áá_ú
rif ie.      Nc#   they   c;arríe?±   sFtiïi.#    square   poínted.   shov3ls   íriEi;tead
ï..if l€3s.       A+,    abcjut    4:rj!f~ïlcïck    thë¥-wo-üld    return    stiil    m.arc;hi.i"
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attentif.in   ancl   no   h_c]rse-play.
The   fírst   four  da~ys   were   nc}t   so   bad  as   1   slept   a   lot.      Ï   g`üess

1    was    unwinding    fï.om    the    anxiety    of    the    escape.        Äfter     that
everyt.hing-kind  of  ran  together.     I  -was  trying  to  keep  track  of   the
da¥s  but,   I  wouid   forget  wh€jther   I  -riad  already  made   a  mark   for   that
parti.cular  da¥+     Acccirdirig   to  my  account   1   stíll   had   one  day   to   go
when   1   was   released+      Needless   to   say,   I   didn't   argue   about   it.

When   we    returne.d    to    the    €ompound   we    got    t€3gether   with    our
stories.       Russell  was  spotted  as  he  was  Griissing  t.he  no-man's  area
and   the   guard    let   his   dog   atttack   him.       Pic;kett   who   was   at    the
south-west   cornei-   .nad   gotten    through   the   fence,    but.    the   corner
tower  sentry  seen  him  as  he  was   running  to  the  trees.     He  opened  up
with   his   machine-gun   but   was   shooting   high   just   to   stc>p   him.      The
brush  had  been  cleared  baGk  about  a  hundred  feet   from  the  fence,   so
left,   a   large  open  area   to  cross   after  getting-through   the   fence.

W`fiile   in   thË  coQler,.    I  made   up  menu   after  rnenu   of   what   1   would
eíit   whenever   1    got   home.       This   was   m¥   initíation   to   hunger.       I
thougbt   that    I   -fiad   been   hungry   before,    but    it   was    ntithing-    like
tïi.is.     One  day   1  was   g-íven  a   can  of   the  dehydrated   sQup   contaíníng
t.he  wïJrms   and  bugs   that   we  had   always   thrciwrí   away.     As   hungr¥  as   I
was,     ít  was  diff icult   to   swallow,   so  l  closed  my  eyes  and  drank   it
dc>wn   tt]   the   last   drcïp   and   worm.

Neve.r   did    l    entertain   any    thoughts    of   making    a    successful
escape.       Those   who   could    speak   a   European    language   f luentl¥   and
were   in   good   health   had   the   best   chance   of   all.      Previously   two
.Free  Polisri   Squadron  types  had   pulled  a   succes§ful  mole   job  to   get
c)ut  of   the  compc>und.     They  had  then  híd  out   ín  a  box  car  of   freight
that   e`J'entually   had    landed    in   Sweden,    a   neutral    country.       Frc!m
there   they  were  flown  back  to  England.     A  "mQle   job",     was  a   rathËr
unique    type    of    turinel    that    would    work    if    there    was    no    sensor
instrument   ín  use.      On   this   partí€ular  one   the   tunnel   was   started
beneath   an   exercise   horse.     A  hole   large   eno-ügh   to   accomodate   twQ
human   bodíes   was   dug   ciut   just   urider   the   top   soil,    frcim   twelve   to
e.íghteen   inches.     Thís  sand  must  be  dísposed  of   ín  the  usual  manner
by    spreading    and     scuf f íng     it     into    the     exercise    yard.         The
tuï..ineliers   would   dig   forward  puship.g   and   packing   the   E;and   behínd
them  as   they  progressed.     Fresh  aír  was  obtained  by  punching  holes
through   the   rQof   of   th£   excavation.      When   this   one  was   disc[3vered
after   the   fact,   by   the   gocins,   sensors   were   used   that   wouid  detect
dígging   dc]w`n   to   t.went¥-f íve   or   thírty   feet.      T'íie   ferrets   were   on
the   constant    look-out    for   evidence   of   tunnel    wc>rk.       Ïf    one   was
susïieGted,   squads   of   ferrets   with   long.   sharperH3d  probe   rods  would
sa.turate   t.he  §uspected  area  wíth  hQles  down   to  six  feet  deep.     When
thí::;    prlived    unsuc!c:essfül     a    heavy    wagon    pulled    by    four    h(3ad    c>f
hciï-Sës   was    di.-.iven   areünd   a`nd   around   exËiec;ting   the   tunnel    tQ   c;ave
itï.     To  my   knowied£3`e   thís   onl¥   {=aved   in  one   ttmnël   that   was   dug   tQo
Shallc"  an¥way.      Thf=   tunriel    shaftg   were   abc3ut   thi.rty    inches   wíde
rini_l   bígh   So    thë   bed    iilats   cou.Ld   be   üsed    ftïr   Ë§horirTíg   üp   the,    sj.des
?`nd   ceílírig   without   g`awiïig.      The¥   were  mereíy   notched   on   the   ends
=ií-Hi   f íttet3  perfe{=`tl¥+      As   timë   pass€3d   and`  mc>re   tuï-int31s   wer£3   dug   and
{iisc:i=ive¥.`£d,    the    bËds   bË,=!cj`an    to    sag-th_ï`ough{rjut    t,he   cL|_mpound.        Sc>me
kr'íËÈi=ji.t-=±í-.ï    güvë     t.hfiiT    ciil     and    swuïlg    their    Ï~iali,J3^s's    lí'j{_e    a    +.iïi`iijï`Íjj=k.



52

In   ti`íe  su.Tlmer   ths   tunnel   sarid  €ould  be  mixed   in  wíth   t.he.  carrip   dirt.,
but  winteï-time   pre§ented  a   problem  to   sorne  extent,     The   buíldíngs
were  pre-fabricated  and  made   up  of   panels.     We  found   that   the  wall
sec;tiQri3  had  a  three  inLih  space  between  the   inner  and  outer  boards.
Th_e   f loor  had  a   four   inch   spac:e.     This  solvea   our  disposal   probiem
completel¥.      Our   ëver   present   ferrets  were   aiways   on   the   iook   c>ut
fcü   t`ne   yellow   tunnel   sand,   and  punchíng  holes   in   the   ground  wíth
their  probe   rods.      They  carried   no  weapons   as   they   knew   that   the
kriegies    would     steal      them    one     way     or     another.          They     were
í.iistinguished  by  their  baggy  cover-alls  and  casual   gaít.     T'riey  were
known  to  hide   ín  the  att-ícs,   under  the  beds,   under  the  f loor  always
watching  and   lístening   fc>r   escape   activít¥   or   the   location   of   our
radíii+       They   could   all    understand   EngliËh   very   well   and   were
def inite  nuisance.     During  t-ne  day  t.nere  was  always  at   least   six
them   inside   the  compound  and  when  we   went   tc>   "Apell",   formation
t;=--Èounted,     there  -was    always    danger    of    them   hiding    somewhere.
Äfter  Äp§11    all   verboten   activíties   would   be   suspended   until   all
ferrets  were  accounted   for.     Except   for  when  we  were   in   formation,
eacri  of   thëm  ínside   the  compound  had  a   taíl   and  we  knew  where   they
w.£re   at   ail   times.

The  gcjons  kriew  that  we  possessed  a  radio  and  were  constantly  c)n
the  alert   for  anytFiirig   that  might   tip   them  off   as   to  where   it  was
loc;ated.      One   place   that   was   used  was   in   a   loaf   of   the   gc!Qn   bread
that  was  hollowed  out.     This  radio  was  very  iïï`portant   for  the  moral
cif   t`ne   kriegies.      We   picked   up   the   English   BBC   news   repori   daíly
and   by  using   thís   and   the  German  versícm  of   the   current   events  we
had   a  prett¥   good   idea   of   the   true   story.      We   fourid   t'nat   the   BBC
was  as  goQd  at  exaggeratíoïi.  as   the  German  New§.     The  radío  had  been
c3onsti-ucted   frc3m  parts   smuggled   in  by   a   tamed   goori.     We   also  had   a
camera   from   the   same   s@urce.

Aft.er   the   wíre    jGb    1   started   workíng   wíth   X   ever¥   da¥.       My
f irst   `assignment    was    a    stooge    at     the    main    gate.         We    had    a
comuriiGatic>n     syste.m     of      f lashing     signals     by     adjusting     window
ghutters   ín   the   latrines.      A   team  of   two   stooges   worked   the   main
gate.      One   lQgged   the   entríes   and   departures   of   the   go`3ns.      The
other    adjusted.    the    shutters    to    sígnal     the    stooges    located    i.n
lat,rines    thrc>ugh    c>ut    the    compound.       The    ;sígnals    would    tell    how
man¥,    who   and   what    ssction   of    the    compound    th3y   were    in.       The
`ferrets  all   had  a  name,   such  as  Keen-type,   Osc:ar,   Di-iï,wits,   Lai`ighing
Bo¥   and   Casan.ova.    these   are   a   few   l    cari   remember.       If   a   ferret
should   enter   ari   are.a  where   there  were   Glande.stine   activíties.r   all
ac:ticin   would   cease   and   be   co`Ú'ered   up   befcjre   hi§   arrival.

Beside6   the   í3igrjirág  cif    the   tunnel,   dísposing   of   the   sand   was
Ï-ï`,ost      imi3ortarit-.           Thís     was     accomplighed      by     people     known     as
"penguin-s"+       Twil   1ctng-,,    thin   §acks   were   tied    tc3cjether   with   a    cQrd
'rmng  €Tïrlii.irid   the  penguins  neck.     The  sacks  hung  down  each   leg   insíde
the   trotïËSË5rs.      When   t-ne  dísposal   a`rea  wag   reached,   a   strirüg   in   the
bGttQnt   of    the   sac:ks   w:L=`s   pull£d,    and   the    sand   tric=kled   out,    to   be
scuffe,d   ancl   míxe,d    intc3    the   exist.ing   soíl.       He   was   nf3w-ready   for
anot:he.f   loa.d„      On   Paï`c:el   lssue   Day,   Ë.ed   €r{jss   parcel   bi?xes   f íU.ed
wit-Ïi   s.äiïlcl    Gt'juld   be    i=arried    to   other    biocks    fGr   disposal    ín    the
f ]ocïr    Li-£`   wallËS.        7rië    -r£ad    to   waít     foïR    thL5    partícular    da¥    sc}    the
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gí.]cjns  wouldn' t  become   suspicíoüs  cif  peí3plë  t=arr¥íng  the  boxes  about
the   camp.

The  tunneliers  were  the  elite  of  the  c!rganizatíon.     They  always
were   crjmpeting   wít.h    other    te,ams    on   the    fcjcitage    gained   on    their
shift.     This  wasn't   an  e.asy   task  and  very  dangerous   because  of`  the
f'::Önstant   cavs-ins.     They  w(3uld  stríp  naked  and  díg  at.   the  face  with
cr`iide    shovels,     settíng     shöring    from     the     bed    bQard§     as     they
progressed.       They   always   worked   in   teams,    so   that   when    the   lead
cJigcj-er  wa§  buried  by  a  cave-in.,   the  second  man  c;ould  pull   him  free.
Others  were   stationed  at   intervals   to   pass   the   sand  back.      Äfter
getting  a   good  start   in  the   shaft  a   trolley  system.  c>n  tracks   would
be   installed   to  remove  the   sand.     The  trolley  would  eliminate  many
under   grcjund  workers   that   used   up   the   limited   amciunt   of   fresh  air
supplied  b¥   the   bellc>ws    team.      Still   a   digger   couldn't   sta`j'   down
very   long.      In   the   summer   the   shaft   would   be   stifling  hot.,    ín   the
wiriter,   damp   and   coid.

When   the   new   c:Qmpc!und   was    f irst   opened,    the   Colonels    started
urg-ing   the  Germans   to   allow   the   kríegies   t-o   buíld  a   theater.      The
kriegies  wouid  do  the  work  and  the  goons  would  furnish  the  material
and    tools.        Finally    the    project    was    apprcwed    and    cc}nstruction
began.     A  high   spGt   ín   the  southwest   corner  of   the   compound  was   an
ideal   lc>c:ation.     The   tools  were  brought   in  and   issued  each  morning,
then   taken   out   again   at   night.     We   had   given   the   Scouts   Oath   that
none  would  be  stoien.     A  guard  was   always  present,   to  over-see   the
work  and  prevent   any  hanky-pariky+     Despite  his   diligence,   a   large,
secret   room  was   excavatsd  beneath   the  building  whích  proved   to  be
very   useful.      Many   hundreds   of   feet   of   stolen   lumber   was    safely
stored  here,    to   be   used    in   tunnels.      A   few   tons   of   sand  was   also
d5.sposed   of   during   the   constructícm.       The   building   was   used    for
church      services,       É;tage      piays,       band      ccïncerts,       etc.             The
entertaínment   conimittee  tried   to  have  somet_rt`ing   each  weekend.     The
stage  plays  '*ïere   so  good   that   the  German  Kömmandant  attended   every
performance.    Musical   instruments  and  stage  props  were  furnished  by
the  lnternatíonal   YMCÄ  ín  Swítzerland.     One  c}f   the  plays   1  remember
was   wrítten   about   the   Doolittle   raid   on   Tok¥o.      The   story   started
with   a   crew   that   went   down   in   Japanese   occupied   China   and   events
that   happened   afterwa`rd.      It   wa§   based  on   the   true   experienc:es   c)f
a   bom.bardíer   that   had   participated   in   the  míssion,    and   was   noiw   a
German    POW.        Ä    líttle    bízarre    humr]r    w'as    added    tc!   make    it    mc>re
interesting.        The    B-25'ËL,     twin-engíne    bombers    took    c>ff    from   an
aircraf t   carrier   but  wc}uld  riot   have  encjugh   fuel   to  make  the   return
trip.     Äfter   th€3   bcmrjs  werë   d_elivered  to   Tokyo,   the   planes  were   to
fl¥   on   to   C:hína   and    land   or   crash,    which   ever   c:ame    first.       The
LTapaiiese   occupied   the    coastal    area   sc>    thei_;   would   hc>pefull¥-have
enoug`h   fuel    tG  make   it   ínto   the  un-c>!=cupied   arë8`s.      A  few   díd   ma#e
it   a.s   planne.d.,   but   the  majority  went   down   and   were   kílied   c!r   wsre
tj`3`ptured   by   the   LTäps.,   w'no   tortured   them   untíl    the¥-died,      'Tbïm   men
ín    the    f:amï3    had    been     E;ugi=e;3sf-ül     sLi.rvív3rs    and    returned    tcï     the
Stateg.       Ofie   of    th.em   was   a   Captair.   Willíams   and   the   other   Major
"Tcjkyci"   JÍ+?.riË£`.      T:n.e.ïf-were   íün   díffeï--ent   planes   sc3  ïia[Í   two   storíes   to

r.ell   í::f   their   esi=a`pes+      The   Ë3tage  pla¥   wäs   based   !jri   these   st-oriës.
C"f  cj:jurse   thË   Shakesï3ea.ï-'e  pl{ä¥s   were  ïiH3pij`J`aï`,   arirl  many  Br€|ëidwa¥



hits  were   ënacted.     The  femalË  partË   in   the  plays   were  pla¥ed  b¥   a
few  feri`ale   im[personatoríi,   who   pïobably  be.carnie  -more  professic}nal    in
this  status.     One   c>f   them  was   a  real   knock-out  a"i   even  ha.d   a  níce
female    vc!í£'e.        The    star    actor    and    producer    had    performed    on
Broadway   and   mad€3   a  movie   or   +m    ín   Hollywood.       I    think.  his   name
was   Waish.

The     theater    buílding    was     the     sc;ene    c>f     an    unusual     escape
attempt.     A  good  friend  of  míne,   Ijeanard  S.   Lang  of  Denver,   managed-.         n±--v          7\n    +ha    +hfïat.Ë!r   Was    buílt    On   aattempt.       A   gooQ   Lllt=11U   UL   ...t.._,    ~____
to   get   this   one   approved  by   Big  X.      As   the   theater   was   b
knoll   a   few  feet  hígher   than   the   surroundíng  ground,   the
€8bles   ran   on   a   noticeable   grade   from   the   building   to
líne  ouside   t.he  fence.     Ijang   thc>ught   that   by  attaching  a
tha  cable  he  could  saíl   ríght  over  the  fence  to  Freedom..-]-L   ^f   ännia"ge   in   the   theater   to   drawlllc=     uuJb,+  ++     ^^'-      _  _   _

when   there  was   a   lot   of   applause   in   tne   tneatei    Lu   uLu„   v,^_   _
sentries   attentíonr   l.ang    launched   himseif    ínto   space.      The
worked   great   for   a   few  seconds,   but   there  beíng  more   slack   ín
line  than  anticipatëd,   Ijang  was   stalled  out  hangíng  right  over__L     1:~L+     F`yl    1`im    and    |et    hím   hang

electric
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One  night
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plan
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a    lalu!i_chïnlá"_È`rtä_  for    an    attempted    escape.        J-ne    Lulu.llt=111-_     __
assure   them  that   ít   woum  never  happen  agaín  or  ouT   theater  wc}uld
be   Glosed   permanently+

I,ang     gained     the     nick-name     "Hairbreath     Harry"     af ter     the
daredevii   cartoon   character   because   of  hís   many   dangerous   escape
olans.     Bíg  X   turned  dc>wn  most  of   his   schemes    ,   but   oka¥ed   anQther`    `   .--- J=£^-    +n   arí`nmnam/   him   on.       Another

1ine   than  anticipateu,    i.aiitj   wu.   u._.____
fEmce.      The   guards   put   a   spot-1íght   on   hím   and   let   hím  hang
about   thirty  minutes,   threatening   to   shQcit   hím.   íf   he   dropped.

The  Germans  took  a  very  dím  víew  of   thís  buíldíng  beíng  used-JLL-.n,`+^Ä     Í±ef.anf2.          The    COIcmel     had

pians.       jjig   jt    llllllt=U   U`jyy„   ...___     _
whích   1   politely  refused   riís   offer   to   accompany
kriegie,   Ton¥   Aliamo   took   up   `nis   offer.      On   the
camp   was   an   old   gate   that   wasnï   used   anymQre.
pra€=tically   uri.der    a   guard    tower   and   on   a    side
drawri.   wagons   had   eaten   out    two   deeïi   ruts   about----`.a^-+ha   n.a+a   and   down    the.   hill.Ïtí-t'_&--'        ___

running   under   the   gate   and   dowïi   tne.   niii.       ].iilo   Ltju,_   _r__---- 1---`.^-i-~Ër   t=r`   thev   weren't   cc>ncerned   about    ít   bein9_  1   _  _ -_ J` .)the   Germari   vorlager   sQ   the¥  weren.t   cuiiL-Gi[
-~   -n   a€Íian€i   ï.oute.      However   the   trees   had
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stage   a
he    andirl_-volved   havirl.g    the   Brltlsn    "    |llG   IT.j.v„    ___,_f

f íght    to    draw    the    tower    sentries    attention    whi.1e•`   _    ~._L^    h    +ïia   c:nnw   and   hc}Pefu

as    an   escape    Ï.oute.        nuwt=yoí    U[,_     ____
it   wou"  be  easy   to   sneak.  oüt   c}f   ths  vorlager   unseen{! ---- iiï^]   hc2`7inft    t+íË   Brítish    ín    the   North    Compound1_      ±       1      .

f íght     to     ciraw     t,[lt3      |uwt=L      ü~..t,ú___
her  kriegíe  slid  under  the   gate   in   the  snow  and  hopefulB  gai
shelter  of   the  woods.      It   would  be   timed   to   take   plac#  a§   w

fallíng  out   for   eveníng  ApeH   during  Qr   s.n'3rtl¥  after   a  sno
the   af ternc>on,s t c` rm .

Hís   da¥   f ina"   came  w.ith  a   gocsd   snow  stcjrm   in   tni
and  b¥  ApeH   time  there  was  about  eight   ínches  of   snQw
grQund.     A§  we  were  proceeding   to  the  parade  ground   to~     G;iím    hrr,ka    `itit     ín     the    North    Comp`+Ji.md    With   much_     .                   1      .     _  -_          ,    _"+.

coverirlg  th
be  ccunted
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cá    fíght    brrJkë    out     ín     tne    "HH    Lui`iÈ,`,`.4Ïáu    v..___
shË3üting.      Thig   díd   attï`aiJt    the   i3uards   attention   long   enough   fo
the   t-wí3   {=}f   them   to   €lear   the   fence.      Lar`_g   s"   all   the,  way   to   th
brü:=.{t  but   T["  jiimped   to  hís   £eet  ana  started  to  run   to  the   trees1          ,-L--J   ``p.1.n,i   l^ra€    Ët;wtincííng   hís   machinebrü:=`h   but    TQI1¥    jllmpeci    to   l11*    Lt=GL    C+ï[Lj.    „.__  ____
The   sentï-¥   sËÈen  him  w`rm  he   sti3c3d  up   an.±  was   s'i~tingíng  hís   machine
gm   ar{iimci.   to   f ire.   iwhen   ljang   jumped   frQm   ï+he   brush   and   sh{Juted,"Nícht    schligerï'    {d€.nï    5h{-3otL       ¥his   ünd!|ubted*   save+d   Tcjn¥'
tife.       T'rie   gua`rd.s   q-üiGFH   m.a+rchëi-l   thit"   oËÉ    t¢3   the   ccH=±iar.
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I   did   take  part    in  one   of   l.ang's   escapes   the   spring  of    i944.
We   deGided   that   b¥   short   c:írGuítíng   the   main   power   lip.es   we  wouH
•:ause  a  blac,k-out   that  would  put  the   search  lights   out  of   businesg
for  a   shcirt  period  c`f   time.     Then   using  a  hinged   ladder   that   wGu"
lay   up   the.   side   Qf    the   ferice   and   ac:ross   the   tcip   we.   thought   that
several   kriegíes  could  get  o``/er  the  fence  before  the  lights  came  on
agaln.     Bíg  X  gave  üs  a  GO   on   the  plan,   then   took   ít  over.     Síxteèri
lucky  kriegíes   shouu  be   able   to   make   it   Qvei-the   fence   and   ínto
the  wc>ods,    with   eight   more   on   stand-by.      Some   of   the   prospective
escapees  were   appointed  by  Bíg  X  and   the  remainder  were   chossn   b-y
lotter¥.     Lang's  name  wasnï   drawn  but  míne  was.      I  was   to  go   as   a
French    worker     traveling    wíth    a    German    Unter-Off icíer    'w'ho    was
escorting   me   back   to   France.       My   guard   was   a   kríegie   who    spoke
f luent   German,   and  had  aH   the  necessar¥  papers   and   trai.n  pa.sses.
I  was  ream  enthusíastíc  about   this  attempt,   because  with  Sammy  1
feH   there  was   a  gciod   chance  of   success.      He  had   been  out   before
and  made   it   almost   to   the   Swiss   bordei-before  being  apprenhended.
We   were    to   go   ot_it    at    three    second    íntervals    so   we   wouldH   be
stumbling  over   each   other   and  create   a   lot   of   confusíon.     We  must
cciver  about   twenty  yards  before  rea€híng  the  warning  raíl ,   then  ten
more   yards   to   the   fence.      We   were   hoping   fcff   the   t¥pícal   German
confusíon  and  flapping  when  the   lights  went   out,   and   c"H  be  over
the   fenc;e   before   the¥   knew  what   was   happening.      Sammy   was   nümber
Lïi:{   and   1   fG11owed   hím+      We   planned   it   foi-just   before   lc`ck-up   so
it   wou]dnï    be   tcm   unusual    to   be   outsíde.       We   assembled   in    the
í:lesignated   bl{3ck_   and   made   quite   a   síght.       A   few   business   men    iri
suits,  German  soldíers  and  mostly  foreígn  peasants   like  m¥self .     At
the  scheduled   time   the   lights  went   out  and   the  escape  was   gcL     The
f írst   foür   carried   the   ladder   and   placed   ít   without   a   hit€h.      We
Ï)rii€eedeí3  ag  planríedf   witri  the  goons   s.nouting  and  whístles  blowíng.-The   six   ínside   ferrets   had   been   lured   to   another   sectíon   c}f   the

[=ompound   and   the   dcH3-s   hadnï   bee-n   brciught   in   ¥et.      Ever¥thing  was
f ine  uïitil   1  dropped   to  the   ground  on  the  outsíde  of   the  fence.      I
twisted  an  ankle  that  H  sprained  during  t.he  winter  tr¥ing  to  pla¥
hockey.      It   was   ínccmsequentíal   an¥way   as   the   lights   c:ame  back   on
at   the   same  tíme.     We   found  that   the  gc>on.s   had   a  back-up   generati3r
to  cover   such  cape.rs   as   this.     Guards   were  aH   around  i~is,   so   Saïm¥
stcjppeii    shc3rt    of    the    trèe    lirie    and    1    followed    suit.       The   ninë
kriegies   behínd  rne  were  ali   nabbed   irmedíately  but   the   f íve  ahead
cif  SaHim¥  were  cjut  of   síght  and  nc>t  persued  as   the  goons  didnï   'mc"
t,hey  were   gc!ne  until   after   the   pictüre  parade   to   seë   if   any   were
míssincj.        Silent    Death    Sage   wa§    one,    cjf    the    f ir5t    f íve    and    the
cïthers  were  his  students  and  tha¥  had  a  fe'w  hours  heaíä  start  before
Um  pí,=ttitre.  pa_rade.  t4í£:[s  over  and   the   sea.r.=h  was   started.     Thï-ee  were
f_!atitureí±   iri   the   next   two   days   but   Sage   anLl   another   el'üd.ed   capture
fcimr   ovÉ:?r   £j   -vÚÏ{3,ek.      The¥   we}.-e   cauí¥ht   Gri   the   French   bcFï-der   bí_,'   a   ho.i-deï-
`-juaïïi.  who  had   workeä  át   Stalag  Luf t   1l1   and   re€cïgrii=gd.  Majc>r   Sage.
ï.ífe.   c:an.   be    c:ruel    i=í:3met.ime,£i6

T.rmgi   w€ií_á    c,üm    re,latívei¥   Su{==cessful    esc:ape    the   fall    of    1943.
T`NTelve  oE   the  :riigïiï9r  rarikínï]  `]ff ícers   inGludíng  t.he   Seníor  Ame.fjcan
{lff íi:3ei-ancl   _*iaj`3ï.-Sal}e,    ïfúTere  marched   `3i.it   Qf    t.iiË   g-ate   b`7   tw`j   Germ&n
.-±rjÈhäïí.Í.ng   'friegi#   dressgd.   as   {3erman   g]!iards.      They   wëre   Ïi.cït   míssëd
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until  several   hours   later  and  were  pretty  weil   scatt.ered  before  the
a;larm  went   out   for   them.     They  had   requested  a   de-lousing  parade   a
few  days   earlier.     This  was   rüutine  and  nearly  every  day  there  was
a   group   being    de-loused.        The    twc>   kriegies    dressed   as    güards,
carried   wooden   rif les   made   in    the   carnp   and   presented   the   proper
papers   to  exit   the  gate.     The  kriegies  to  be  de-loused  were  allowed
to    carry    theír    clothes    rolled    in    a   blanket,    supposedly    to    be
fumigated,   but  were   really  the  civilían   escape  clothing  they  would
use.    When  the  two  e.`uthentic  guards  entered  the  Gompound,   they  were
delayed   for   an   hour   or   sof    then   given   a   party   of   twelve   men   and
everything   went    on    as   usual.        The    fourteen    escapeeË   had    until
ëvening  Appell   to  get   lost  before   they  were  missed.     As  quickly  as
p®ssible   they  dispersed  and  hiding   in   the  brush,   changed   int®   the
civilian  clothes  and  were  c>n   their  Qwn.     Some  boarded  a  train  going
west   while   others   left    in   different   directions.      There   were   many
trains    passing    through    Sagan    day    and    night,    which    helped    the
escapees   put   some  distance   between   them   and   the   camp.      It   was   on
thís   escape   that   Sammy   had   ï`eached   what   he   thought   was   the   Swiss
border.      He   and   his    traveling   companíon   slipped   past   the   border
guards    and    thínking   they   were    safe   and    ín   Switzerland,    started
waiking   down   the   highway.       Suddenly   a   German   patrol   on   bicycles
came   around   a  hill   and   caught   them   flat-footed.       The  Germans   had
built   a   false  border   about   two   kílometers   from   the   real   one.      No
doubt  thig   fooled  many  people  and  it's  primar¥  purpose  was  to  €atch
Jew±-£   trying   to   es€ape   German   occupied   Europe.

This    escape    wa§    suc:c;essful    in    that     it    required    man_y    extra
soldiers   tc7   search   f{]r   the   esc:apees.      After   about    two   weeks    all
were  safely  bacj-k   ín   the  cooler.     No  more  de-lousing  parades  for   us
though,   we  would   just   have   to   live  with   them.

Another    easy    escape    that    completel¥    infuriated    the    German
higher  üf f icers  c:aused   the  Camp  Kormandant   to  be  replaced  and   sent
to   the   "Ost   Front",    [Rugsían   Frcmt].      This   one  was   referred   to   as
the         "Swiss    Show".         Our    spíes    told    us    that     the    8`w`is§    Geneva
Commission   would    be   making   a    surprise   visit    to    the   camp.        The
delegation   usually   consígted  of   £íve   people,   so   f íve   of   oui-mcist
experiencËd   escapers   were   outf itted   as   Swíss   cívilians.       Shortly
a.f ter   the   part¥  entered   the   camp,   anc}theï-   party  of   f íve   departed
fi`om  the  other  g`ate.   The  Swi:5s  party  were   intervíewíng  kriegies  who
had   c!r   pretended   to   have   a   ï`eason    to   thínk    they   should   be   re-
patríated..      This   was   planned   to   consurne   as   much   tíme   as   possíble
and   díd.       The   evening-Appell    f inally   interrupted   the   c;cimplaínirig
kriegíes  giving   the,  escapees   all   da¥   tci  get   away  frí3m[   the  camp   and
far   away.       One   c5f    t'ne   repatriots   had   a   broken   back    the   same   as
myself   but   was   gtíll   wearing   his   c&st.      His   plea   w-as   considered.
;.`nd    in   July    1944    he   `was   allowed    to   return   Ï`iüme.       Haybe   l   was    a
little   ï,Qo   hasty   in   i`emöving  mine.

Majt3r  5age   arid  Sammy   were  among   the  f ive   on   this   esGape  and   it
t-,ook   over   a.   morith   to   put    the    last   one    in    the   ct`j$1er.       The   Major
wauld  make   c}ne   m®rë   attempt   later.

The   riëw   Kommandant   aï-rived   and   a   thoi`ï=jugh   sear{=Ïi.   was   made   of
t,hg  `-Jam.ÄT.     The  onl¥   things   uncovered  were,  a   few   insigníf icaËit   itëms
that    were     left     so     the¥    c;'{3ula    be    easil¥    found.         A    ne-vtf    fjet    of
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recjulations    was    pc>sted,     &iid   'm    were    si`-tSn   wiÈ;hing    that    rjïiï-    "
K{]maridaï-it   was   5till   w`íth   us.

One   night,    a   few   kríegies  who   were   nat   wise   to   the   different
ferï-etl3,   were   runníng  a  batch  cif  raisin  wine  through  a  stiH   after
lights   out.      Thë   g,tiH   was   fashioned   from  parts   c>f   a   tromboïB   and
tiri  cans   and   loc;a.ted   in  the   kitchen  of   the  block.     Wíth   the   black-
Qut  shutters  closed  and  the  cracks  sealed  they  had  turnëd  the  light
om      "Oscar'.   a   tamed   ferret,   discovered   them.      Oscar  was   a  man   of
m`./stery.       He   claímed   to   be   a   Czec:h,    forced    into   the   German   Army
with   the    threat    that    hi.s   family   wou"   be   kílled    if    he   dídH
cooperate.    He  spoke  excellent  Englísh,  having  been  sent   to  England
before   the   war   to   bec,c>me   an   Englishman.      He   dïd   little   favt3rs   for
`m   but    c{_iuld   not    be   c;omepletly   trusted.       We   suspectËd   hím   tc   be
playír"  both   ends   t,cj-ward   the   míddle.      To  be   on   the   safe   side,   he
was   pti    in   a   ccmprcimising   positi`3n   b¥   the   kriegies,    and   evidence
taken     that      wou"     harig     hím     íf      exposed     to      the     Kommandant.
Gfinsequeïitl¥  he  was  a  ver.¥.  v`Bluable   ferret+     This  group  of   kriegies
were   not    ai¢Jare   of    Oscar's    statusr    thinking   he   was    just    ari{3ther
goon.      He   burËt   thrc>ugh   tha  hall   door   catching  them   cQmpletel¥   by
surprise.      He   eagerly   gampled   their   evíl   brew,    then   another   and
another    etc.    until    he    passed    out.        Äfter    strípping   himF     they
cautiously  drug  hím   into  an  outsíde   "abort.'   [1atríne] ,   and  propped
him  up   in   a   corner   stall.      When   he  didH   report   to   the   gate   at
iíght,   the  goons  went   into   their  customary   f lap.     The  entíre   troop
of   g-üards   rushecl   ínto   the   compound   and  mïovgd   all    of   the   kriegieË
onto   the   exercise   area.      ThËy   then   searched   the   camp   until    they
f inam   found   C)s€ar.      Dragging  hím   to   the   gate  b¥   hís  heeE   the¥
depc>sited   him   at   the   feet   of   the   Koïmandant   who   calmly   drew   his
little  pístol   and  emptied   into  Oscar   as  he   la¥  on   the   ground.     His
bagg¥   Gí?ver-a"   were   found   when   they   plugged   the   nozzle   of    the
horiey   wagön   .rLom   when    thë    latrine   was    pumped   out   about    a   month

Af ter  shc)otirig  C)scai`,   the  Kommandant   strutted   into  the  camp  and
1 a t e- r .

announ€ed   a   new   regulation    t.hat    there   wouH   be   no   more   aícohol
brewed    in    the    entire.    ca!np.        There    wouW    be    a    searc:h    of    aH
c;ompounds,   and   an¥   alcohol   dis(jovered   wouB   be   de§troyed   and   the
occüpants  of  thst   room  wc>uld  be  shc>t.     After  dismissal  -%  proceede'd
to   díspc!se   cif   Qur   brew   ín   the   only   wa¥   we   knew   of   wíthcjut   waËsting
it,     NearB  all   tïm  blocks   ín   the   c,3mpound  had  a  batch  brewing   iri
the   f ire-tubs   wíth   many   smaller   batches    in   the   rooms.       It    was
ijtterB   impossibh   +m   drínk   ít   au   so  mo5t   of   ít   was   poured  c}ut.

1-[`  m¥   blQrJk   t-here   was  only   one   tub   brewíng.     We   kne.w  H   wasni
re`ady   b£cause.   ít   -tvas   stin   bubbhT   but   tried   to   drink    it   an¥w~aF
Most  Gf   u_s  gave   ít  up   after   a  cup   or   twc!,   but  on.e   chara`:ter   stä¥ed-m.n   it  until  he  gc2t   síí3k.      The  next  da¥  hís   Ë:tcmach  was  so   bloated
m  thc!ught   it   would  bu-rst,.     The  go!:m   f irst-aid  atteii_dent   diagnosE3d
£it    íis    fGCR3    p{3ísQ-ri    Em    puïïipË3d    his    stcmat:h    and    in     a    few    da*     `fB

j`.ït   5:00   o'Gtloc!?t   we   .aH    gat+Hëreé.  at    the   -paraáe   g-rc.Li.nd  `*`hile   thë
rec;civeí-ed.

'-i€-arch  w.as   Qn+      N3thíng  iAiïas    fc2umï   ap_£..  rict   one  ï*2s   shst   ín   t.rie   S{-3uth
tJctmpc,und.      Trm   N{=-rth   £c}mpc.u4r.r.i   ¥£èldÉ;`{3ï  i£Èc>me   ]-jïj.ï-ied   bot ti€s   f:)f   pota"
``!.hiËíkf3¥   biü     thË3.    c3\^,rn€.rg    c.üuldnï     be    áde'nl.íÉied    ag-aiïi.    Ïffi    Á-Jrie    ü"
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shc,t  .
I   did   a   very   £tupid   thing   Qnce   when   wiïm   wa§   stiil    legal+       I

thínk    it   was    sQmëoneh    birthday    so    m.y   room   threw   a   party    that
continued  afteï`   líght,s-ciut.     At   lights-c>ut  ít  was  customary  to  Qpen
the  wíndows   to  air  t]ut   the  rooms   and  to  sleep  better.     At   this   time
there  were   twelve  men   to   the   room„   so  we  had   to  make   triple   bunks
in.stead   of   the  doubles.      I   dc>nï   remëmber  what   ínstigated   ít,   but
1   attempted   to   run   arQund   the   out§ide   of   the   block.      M¥   room   was
the  seccmd   from  the  northeast  corner.     I  waited  for  a  search   light
to   pass,   then   began  m¥   run   down   the   e,ast   side.      Jüst   as   1   rounded
the   f irst    {=orner,    I    c3ame   face    to   face   with   a   German   guard   dog.
Spirmíng   around   1   started   back   but   a   search    líght   hit   me,    so   1
leaped  thrLlug'n   the  f irst   window  1   came  to.      I   lay  agaínst   the  wall
as  1   feH   insíde  with  the   search   light   traíned  on   the  window.     The
dc>g   came   ín   right   behínd  me   and   landed   in   the  míddle   of   the   room.
Kriegies   gtarted   holleríng   and   the   dog   attacked   one    in   a    lQwer
bunk.     Thoroughly  expectíng  a  volle¥  of  machíne-gun  f ire,   I  quic;kly
sGooted  out   the  door   during  the   confusíon  a}-id  ran  down   the  hall   to
my  own   room.     No  shots   were  f ired,   prc>babB  because   of   the  dog  and
the   iight   was   turned   off   when   he   jumped   back   through   the   window.
Back   ín   my   c"`   bunk    1   lay   there   thinkj.ng   of   what   a   useless   and
utterly  stupid   stunt  this   had  been.     Many  of  the   guards  woufl  have
spra¥ed  the  rooïn  with  machíne-gun  fire  after  the  dog  was  out.     1'11
bet   to   this   day,   the   oc;cupants   of   rQc>m   16   would   love   to   get   theír
hands   on   the   damn   fool   that   cQuld  have   caused   them  to  be   shot   up.
MËny    times    a   víndictive    guard   wcmld    cut    loose   a   burst    Qf    fire
thrLiugh   the   tQp   of   a   block   for   no   reason   at   all.      Ä  CQlonel   ín  my
blrjck  was   shot   in   the   leg  during  one  of   these  outbursts   of   rage.

.Ä  few  days  after  the  Oscar  episode  at  about   8;00  o'clock   in  the
ï-nornirig  we  had  an  aír-raid.     It.   being   ín  da¥-1íght  we  knew  it   to   be
the  sth  Äirfcirce  and  were  very  reluctant  to  go  ínsíde  and  close  the
shiitter8,    as   we   were    suppo§ed    to    do.       Ä.s    the   bomber    formation
passed  ove,rhead  the   temptatic>n  bec:ame  tt]o  great,   and  heads   started
pcïppíng   ciut   of   doors   and  wi.ndows   aH   over   thë   c:amp.      A  cheer   even
broke  out  which  c.nl¥  infuriated   the  guards.     The¥  started   sht]utíng
and   some   of   them   f ired   into   the  blocks.     Äfter   the   confusion  died
dc>wn   &   dëad   kiiegie   was   found   lying   in   a   door-way   with   a   bullet
wound  between  hís  eyes.   A  strolling  guard  outside  the  fence  claimed
the   credit   fc}r   thís,    sayín.g   th_at   the   kriegíe   threw   scmethíng   at'nim.     A  very   feeble  excuse  as  the¥  were  over   a  hundred  yards   apart
at   the   tíme.      Anyway   it    justif íed   the   guards   ac;tíons   so   t`ne   c:a§e
was   c;lGsed."The   Big.   Esca^pe",    took   piace   from   t?ie   NQrth   Compound   ín   March

1944.     l'H   íngert  mií-st,or¥  of   what   1  knew  and  heard  abcjut   this   bít
cjf   hi5tcïï--y.       Although   many   Amerícans   worked   on   these   tunrieh   we
were  aH  moved   into   the   Sc}uth  Cümpouiid  when   the  break~out   occ3j.red.
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